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A short guide to the duties of Church
membership for members of the
Church of England

As baptised and confirmed members of our Church, we are
called upon to play part in its life and witness. That means we
should:

Follow the example of Christ in home and daily life, and seek
to grow in faith.

Read and study the Bible prayerfully.

Celebrate together in Sunday and weekday worship God's
love for the world.

Receive the Holy Communion faithfully and regularly.

Pray daily for the coming of God's kingdom of justice, mercy
and peace, seeking to promote the common good by prayer
and example.

Express our Christian faith in work and leisure; in the life of
our neighbourhood and nation; in our concern for the peoples
of the world and the future of the earth.

Dedicate our personal gifts and talents to Christ in the service
of the Church and the community.

Give generously for the work of the Church at home and overseas,
and for other charitable causes.

Support Christian values, especially relating to marriage,
children, family, neighbours and community.

George Carey, Former Archbishop of Canterbury
David Hope, Former Archbishop of York

Source: Alan Wilkinson & Christopher Cocksworth, An Anglican

Companion, SPCK, 2001, ix
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English Book Introduction

Simply Christian (P Xy : & - BEEH)

Author : Tom Wright
Publisher : Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge

Simply Christianis essential reading for anyone who wants to
consider the real fundamentals of Christianity or is intrigued
by its claims about the place of justice, beauty and love in
our daily lives. It is laid out helpfully in three sections. The
first opens with the frustrated longings of humanity for jus-
tice, spirituality, relationships and beauty: why are things like
this, do they have to be so and can life be lived differently?
Tom Wright then sets out the core Christian belief about God
and his creation, and discusses the biblical analysis of what’s
wrong with the world. He explains God'’s plan for its renewal,
and the central importance of Jesus. In the final section, he
explores what it means to follow Jesus, to be energized by
the Holy Spirit and to advance God'’s plan for our world.

What Anglicans Believe (in the Twenty-first Century)

Author: David L. Edwards

Publisher: Continuum

This new edition of the classic What Anglicans Beleve is
for the very different world of the twenty-first century and
its powerful preface examines the whole question of belief.
David Edwards’ purpose is to present a straightforward ac-
count of what many Anglicans believe. He writes honest an-
swers to the questions that many are asking of their faith and
the Church. He aims to help Anglicans all over the world to
understand their own tradition and what it can offer them. A
list of questions for discussion makes this an ideal book for
study groups as well as for individual contemplation.



The Identity of Anglicanism: Essentials of Anglican
Ecclesiology

Author: Paul Avis

Publisher: T & T Clark

Paul Avis expounds an Anglicanism that is both catholic
and reformed and open to fresh insight. On this interpreta-
tion, what is distinctive about Anglicanism is its understanding
of the Church and of authority. These issues are addressed
in relation to the origins of Anglican ecclesiology, the diversity
and coherence of the worldwide Anglican Communion, its
understanding of baptism and the Eucharist, the question of
women priests and bishops, its ecumenical engagement and
the internal conflicts of the early twenty-first century. This is
an authoritative and passionate vindication of classical Angli-
canism, evolving to respond to contemporary challenges.

Growing in Faith - A Guide for the Reluctant Christian

Author: David Yount

Publisher: Seabury Books

In the tradition of C.S. Lewis, Growing in Faith offers clear ex-
planations to common questions about Christianity. Author
David Yount looks to faith to understand a world that seems
more complicated every day. And he provides a source for
answers in a society that offers constant challenges to the
thoughtful Christian. Whether reluctant about returning to the
church, yet to commit to one church, or you just still have
questions and wish to become an even stronger Christian,
Growing in Faith will serve as both guide and friend, and a
welcome reminder of the power of faith.
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Welcome to the Bible

Author: Vicki K. Black and Peter W. Wenner
Publisher: Morehouse Publishing

New Episcopalians may be nervous about opening the Bible
and uncertain about how to begin — it's a big book, after all,
and more than a little intimidating. But they may be surprised
to learn that the texts and doctrines of the Bible are embed-
ded in our prayers, liturgies, and creeds — and even in our
hymns. Here in Welcome fo the Bible, newcomers to the
Episcopal Church — and those who have been sitting in the
pews for many years — will learn about the ways Scripture
informs their faith. Perfect for individual reading or for parish
study groups, Welcome fo the Bible introduces readers to
Bible basics, from the kinds of literature in the Bible to the
ways the Bible is interpreted. Readers will also find practical
suggestions for beginning to read the Bible, and ideas for
incorporating it into their daily prayers and devotions.

Author: C.8. Lewis

Publisher: Harper San Francisco

One of the most popular and beloved introductions to Chris-
tian faith ever written Mere Christianiy has sold millions of
copies worldwide. The book brings together Lewis’s legend-
ary broadcast talks of the war years, talks in which he set
out simply to “explain and defend the belief that has been
common to nearly all Christians at all times.” Rejecting the
boundaries that divide Christianity’s many denominations,
C.S. Lewis provides an unequaled opportunity for believers
and nonbelievers alike to hear a powerful, rational case for
the Christian faith. It is a collection of scintillating brilliance
that remains strikingly fresh for the modern reader and at the
same time confirms C.S. Lewis'’s reputation as one of the
leading writers and thinkers of our age.
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